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A message from our co-chairs
Troy Youth Assistance is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the protection and advancement of at-
risk youth. Our mission is rooted in the prevention of
juvenile delinquency and thrives on comprehensive
family education programs. 

Troy Youth Assistance remains flexible and adapts to
the evolving needs of our community. In response to
changing family dynamics and the increasing
prevalence of youth mental health issues, we offer
support through family education, scholarships, and
essential services.

Troy Youth Assistance continues to explore how our
resources can impact Troy students and their
families. As an organization, we are committed to
providing opportunities for students who may not
traditionally have access to them. This commitment
also extends to our family education initiatives,
where we work to eliminate barriers by ensuring
families can participate in our educational events.

As we proudly present the 2024–2025 Annual Report,
we invite you to explore a snapshot of the vital work
Troy Youth Assistance carries out across our
community. This report reflects our ongoing
commitment to transparency and accountability,
highlighting the meaningful impact of our shared
efforts.

On behalf of Troy Youth Assistance, we extend
heartfelt gratitude for the unwavering support of the
Troy community. Your commitment empowers us to
persist in our mission of creating a brighter future
for our at-risk youth. Together, we build resilience,
foster growth, and pave the way for a stronger and
more inclusive community. Thank you for being an
integral part of our inspiring journey. 

Shari Pawlus and Ross Burdette, Co-Chairpersons
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Other reasons for referrals included home incorrigibility, retail fraud,
assault & battery, larceny, and school threats

High School42%
Middle School40%
Elementary School18%
Male67%

33% Female

Child Protective Services

WHO WE ARE...  Troy Youth Assistance is a non-profit
community-based service organization committed
to serving youth and their families through a variety
of programs and resources focused on prevention
since 1958. TYA operates with the sponsorship and
generosity of the Oakland County Circuit Court-
Family Division, the Troy School District, the City of
Troy, and the Troy Police Department.



Our flight path
We continued our strategic conversations around adjusting services to the needs of the community and
decided to bring back an annual TYA event.  Under the guidance of our Family Education Committee, TYA
partnered with the Troy College & Career High School to host a Youth Recognition Event to celebrate the
achievements of TCCHS Students.

The event was held on May 21, 2025, with an outstanding turnout. TYA honored 13 students in the areas of
personal growth, community service, perseverance, and demonstration of leadership. Honorees received
recognition from the 6th Judicial Circuit Court, the City of Troy, and the Troy School District. We
congratulate all honorees and wish them well in their future endeavors!

“In May, Troy College and Career High School students were honored at the TYA Youth
Recognition Event, a celebration of hard work, resilience, and personal growth. This event
shined a spotlight on students who have shown exceptional dedication to their academics,
community, and personal goals. For many, the recognition was more than an award—it was
a reminder that their efforts matter and that their futures are bright. Students left the event
feeling proud, motivated, and inspired to keep striving for excellence, both in school and
beyond. Thank you TYA for hosting this wonderful event for staff and students to celebrate
these remarkable students.”

-Angela Milanov, Principal Troy College & Career High School



supporting camp and skill building activities

in emergency funds for families in need

supporting community and individual actions,
in addition to primary sponsorship$3448

$3372
$1460

16 Children attended camp or skill-building
activities, including... 

7 Family education opportunities, attended by... 
Students
Parents

75
10

7 court actions diverted

Our year by the numbers

Troy Community Coalition Summer Program
TSD high school summer classes
Summer camp
Drawing classes
Cheerleading
School trip
Volleyball
Soccer

Topics included... 
Overcoming Frustration and Anger
Girls Stand Strong
Youth Yoga

“TYA TALKS PARENTING” PODCASTS PRODUCED 3



Shari PawlUs
Co-Chair

Karl Schmidt
ADvisor

Mike Caminidi
Caseworker

BRIAN JONES
vice chair

WALTER COOK
Treasurer

ROSS BURDETTE
Co-chair

A word from THE NEW TYA CO-CHAIR KERRY BRENNAN
Kerry Brennan is thrilled to begin her role as Co-Chair for Troy Youth Assistance on July 1,
2025, after serving as the TYA Camp/Skill Building Chair over the past year. She has worked
in the Troy School District for fourteen years, starting as a fifth-grade teacher at Wattles
Elementary before teaching science at Smith Middle School for seven years. During that
time, she also coached softball, basketball, and volleyball at both the middle and high
school levels and spent many summers working as the Summer Sports Camp Coordinator at
Troy Parks and Recreation. Kerry is now entering her third year as an assistant principal at
Troy High School, where she loves working with the amazing staff, students, and families
there. She lives in Troy with her wife, Brittney Brennan, a teacher at Wattles and girls'
basketball coach at Athens High School. Kerry feels deeply connected to the Troy
community and is excited to give back through her work with TYA.

A Word from a tya STUDENT representative
Serving as IA East's high school representative on the TYA Board for the past two years has been an
incredible experience. As a high school representative, I was in charge of reporting my high school's
critical events and activities. Subsequently, as a board, we discussed how we could allocate funds
towards kids who either didn't have the means to participate in after-school activities or struggled to be
social among other students. Working with TYA to solve this situation was very interesting because I
heard various perspectives throughout my two years on board. Participation is a persistent concern in
the district, and finding unique ways to encourage and help kids was a fulfilling experience for me. TYA
also opened my eyes to issues that I had never seen before. Being on the board taught me about the daily
challenges some kids face. It encouraged me to reflect on the support systems that we have as a
community for kids in the district when creating positive and safe spaces for teens and children.
Through TYA, I learned how important the youth voice is in making decisions that directly affect kids. My
role in TYA taught me that proper communication is vital, especially when discussing major topics.
Thinking about others allows us to create a stronger community. I am so grateful to TYA for this
experience and the opportunity to be a voice for students in a space that genuinely cares about us.

(248) 823-5095
TroyYouthAssistance@troy.k12.mi.us
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