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On behalf of the entire Troy Youth Assistance family, we 5

extend heartfelt gratitude for the unwavering support r

from our Troy community. Your commitment empowers TYA YUUTH'AT'A'GLANGE

us to persist in our mission of creating a brighter future

for our at-risk youth. Together, we build resilience, .

foster growth, and pave the way for a stronger and more 57% ngh School
inclusive community. Thank you for being an integral

part of our inspiring journey. 32% Middle School

Shari Pawlus and Stephan Henning, Co-Chairpersons
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WHO WE ARE... 76% Male
Troy Youth Assistance is a non-profit community-based 240/
0 Female

service organization committed to serving youth and their
families through a variety of programs and resources

focused on prevention since 1958. TYA operates with the
sponsorship and generaosity of the Oakland County Circuit
Court-Family Division, the Oakland County Commissioners,
the Troy School District, the City of Troy, and the Troy
Police Department.




OUR FLIGHT PATH

We continued our strategic conversations this fiscal year around adjusting services to our available funding
and the needs of the community. These will no doubt continue into next year again, as we add a new co-
chairperson to replace Stephan Henning (who accepted a new position outside of Troy), and a new Family
Education committee chair (to assume the duties of long-time contributor and TYA “rockstar” Leonette
Ciepielowski, who retired from her position with us in June as she, too, moved out of the district).

One shift Leonette spearheaded before she left was a shift from live to podcast-based family education
offerings. Recognizing the reality of declining attendance to live events from parents and the time/place
flexibility for engagement that a podcast library provides for parents, Leonette’s team coordinated with
Thomas Butcher, the Troy School District's Student Communications Director, to begin building out our
podcast options. Thomas pulled in his Creative Guild students from across the district to assist, so our new
productions will continue to be a learning opportunity for Troy students as well. For years, building
principals have asked TYA to help them identify resources to which they can direct parents who are
struggling with some aspect of family life or childrearing, so the new TYA podcast library is our first step to
address that ongoing need.

“Podcast listeners worldwide are predicted to reach
504.9 million this year. TYA is proud to be among
the producers who are sharing parenting resources
via our TYA ‘Talks’ Parenting podcasts which are
available on Spotify.”

-Leonette Ciepielowski, TYA Family Education Committee Chair



OUR YEAR BY THE NUMBERS

S 3 3 3 SUPPORTING COMMUNITY AND INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS,
IN ADDITION TO PRIMARY SPONSORSHIP

S 33 24 SUPPORTING CAMP AND SKILL BUILDING ACTIVITIES

S 1 200 IN EMERGENCY FUNDS FOR FAMILIES IN NEED

‘ ‘I 5 CHILDREN ATTENDED CAMP OR SKILL-BUILDING
e ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING...

Troy Community Coalition Summer Program

TSD high school summer classes

Drawing classes

Football

Cheerleading

Soccer

School trip

Summer camp

14 covsr acmions oiverep

5 FAMILY EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES, ATTENDED BY...

75 Students
8 Parents

TOPICS INCLUDED...

Overcoming Frustration and Anger
Youth Yoga

f' 9 “TYA TALKS PARENTING™ PODCASTS PRODUGED



A'WORD FROM THE NEW TYA TREASURER WALTER COOK

Walter Cook is excited to join Troy Youth Assistance as its newest
Treasurer. He has been in the local educational research space for
approximately 15 years, the last 10 of which have been focused on the
Detroit Metro Area. After four years working as an educational researcher
for Detroit nonprofits followed by four years at Wayne State as a staff
researcher, Walter just celebrated his second anniversary at the Detroit
Public Schools Community District as Senior Director of Research and
Data Science. Walter enjoys living in Troy with his wife Katie and
daughter Willow, who will be starting Kindergarten this fall.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENGE

CHILDREN MENTORED
THROUGH TYA THIS YEAR

One of the most powerful ways TYA can make a difference for children and families in our community is through our mentorship program.
Peaple from all walks of life can form relationships with Troy children of all ages who might benefit from an additional guiding presence. TYA
mentors help children build positive connections with others, learn how to express themselves in a healthy and productive way, develop new
interests, improve their performance in school and more! At the moment TYA is in dire need of volunteer mentors. During this program year
TYA did not mentor any children because of this shortage. You do not need to have experience parenting, any specific level of education, or a
connection to the Troy School District to make a difference in the life of a child through TYA. Contact us today for more information,
pressure-free. You can help a child take flight!
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